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Get up!

Grammar Overview (1)

Video Games

Grammar Overview (2)

Watch Where You Are Walking

Verbs

The Golden Arches

The Subjunctive Mood

The Power of One

You Deserve A Break!

Verbals

Levi Strauss and the Old Blue Jeans

Verbal Phrases

The McIntosh Apple

Some Vexing Agreements

The CN Tower – the World’s Tallest Structure

Relative Pronouns and Interrogative Pronouns

The Poppy – a Symbol for Remembrance Day

Commas

You Deserve A Break!
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Framing Questions
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Adjective and Adverb Phrases

UNESCO

Clauses

Head Smashed-in Buffalo Jump

Compound and Complex Sentences
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L’Anse aux Meadows – a UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Rock My World!

You Deserve A Break!

Homophone Challenge
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Synonyms and Antonyms

Marco Polo – a Medieval Explorer

Mixing up Words

Racing to the Finish Line?

Tricky Usage

Mars

Frequently Confused Words
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Faulty Sentence Construction
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Writing Interesting Sentences
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Bear Attack

Similes and Metaphors
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You Deserve A Break!

Add Colour to Your Writing

Sweden’s Road Charge

Imagery in Poetry

Bio-gas Fuelled Cars

Acrostic Poems

Do Cell Phones Cause Accidents?

Troubleshooting Confusing Writing

Timepieces

Writing Paragraphs

You Deserve A Break!

Holograms

Writing Ads

Facts about Hurricanes

The Factual Composition (1)

The Destruction of New Orleans

The Factual Composition (2)

Canada’s Own Hurricane Alley

The Explanatory Composition

The Narrative Composition

You Deserve A Break!

Answers
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11 Verbals

Verbals are formed from verbs but function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.
There are three types of verbals: gerunds, participles, and infinitives.
Gerunds end in “ing” and function as nouns.
Example: Fishing is my father’s favourite pastime in summer.
Participles are verbals that are used as adjectives.
Examples: The pirates found the hidden treasure. (past participle)

Shirley put on her dancing shoes and was all ready for the
performance. (present participle)

Infinitives can be nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.  They are the “to” form of
verbs.
Example: To win the game was the only thing that mattered to them.

1. Keith wants to become a successful scientist.

2. We always enjoy swimming in the pool.

3. The cooling fan doesn’t seem to work.

4. Judy just made herself a laughing stock.

5. The snow made it difficult for us to see.

6. To settle the debt is what concerns him most.

7. My mom and dad enjoy jogging in the morning.

8. The children greeted the crossing guard warmly.

9. They had their climbing ropes ready for the expedition.

10. Some say that cooking is an art.

11. They were about to leave when they heard someone
knocking at the door.

12. Grandpa doesn’t like driving at night.

A. Underline the verbals in the following sentences and
state whether they are gerunds (G), participles (P),
or infinitives (I).
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ski

G:

P:

I:

skip

G:

P:

I:

float

G:

P:

I:

shop

G:

P:

I:

run

G:

P:

I:

B. Use each of the following verbs as a gerund, a participle, and an infinitive.
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74
Cars use gasoline for fuel, but are there really no other options?  Of course there are!
Options include electric hybrids and bio-gas fuelled cars.  It’s a wonder we still use
gasoline at all.

Sweden, a country that has always been among the leaders of clean air and pollution
reducing techniques, has been using one of these other options for quite some time.
Bio-fuel powered Volvo vehicles can be found all over the country.  The vehicles run on
methane, which is a bio-gas.  Methane is produced when living things decay.  Sewers
and water treatment plants produce methane.  When we “pass gas”, we are also letting
out a form of methane.

Methane-fuelled cars are highly efficient.  Carbon dioxide emissions from a bio-gas
fuelled car are about 25% lower than those from a petrol engine.  A car running on
methane contributes almost nothing to the global warming problem caused by
greenhouse gases.

Sweden currently has 21 plants producing bio-gas for vehicles.  Of these, nine use raw
sewage sludge.  Other plants use anything from household scraps to
slaughterhouse waste and even food industry leftovers.

As pollution increases and gasoline prices
continue to soar, bio-gas could be a very
real solution to our current fuel
problems.  There are 69 filling
stations in Sweden and plans for
another 40 by 2006.  Sweden
has over 5300 bio-gas fuelled
vehicles already.  Although
most of them are cars, there are
some other heavy vehicles and
buses that have made the switch
to bio-gas as well.

By 2020, there could be over one
million cars running on this alternative
fuel system.  With Sweden leading the
way to a new alternative fuel, we can
only wonder why other countries
continue to drag their heels.

Bio-gas Fuelled Cars
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B. Imagine you were a bio-gas fuelled car salesperson.  Explain
to your potential customer why they should consider buying
a bio-gas fuelled car instead of a gas car.

A. Answer the following questions.

1. Why do we have to consider other fuel options?

2. How is methane produced in Sweden?

3. Which sentence shows that many countries are reluctant to consider
switching to using bio-gas?

4. Which sentence indicates that bio-gas fuelled cars will become more and
more popular?

The world’s first
passenger train that

runs on bio-gas had its first
journey in Sweden in the fall of 2005.
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